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Ford’s Hayes: Let’s Treat Ferrari More Fairly 


Tie following Ja a statement fran 
Walter Haves, vice president of public 
relations for Ford of Europe. Hayes isone 
of the men responsible for Por: 
invelvenent in Formula One. 

Buse Ferrari sdecisiin tawithdraw his 
team for the rest of 1876 was not dificult 
to foresee and it had nothing at all to do 


with Wiki Lauda’s accident al the 
Nurburgring. 
On July 29, one day after the 


controversial slart to the Britigh Grand 
Prix, Signor Ferrari talked at length to 
Lorenze FPilogalia of Italy's Corrfere 
Delia Sera and the next day, under the 
headtine “'Ferrart Fires at Everybody", 
[tilian readers at least had the banefit of 
his forceful opinions. 

He complained about the decision in 
Spain saying that article 123 of the 
regulations made it clear that in the case 
of an offense against the rules bothdriver 
and constructor were equally guilty. The 
hicLaren appeal he called “a parody” and 
he hac! some heard words for the Ttalian 
aporta commiseion. 

He said the Ferrari racing stable hed 
never made official complaints in the 
past but they were now facing situations 
which abroad are explicity termed 
“Mafioso” when referred to Ttaly. “The 


interpreters of sports regulations are 


always probetting particular interests 


which have nothing to do with the real 
technical and human sports 
achievements and thatis all | believe io,” 
he Saud 

He gaid that the British Grand Prix was 
a “new race” and not an “interrupted 
race” and went on: We will po io the race. 
With or without the Ttalian Sports 
Commission, we will po to the CST and to 
the FIA. I wonder whether these 
fontiomen realise, alter the Spanish and 
British Grand Prix, whatkind of situation 
they have created. As far as [I am 
concerned unless there if & return to the 
spirit of the sports law | do not feel like 
going ahead.” 

Tt would be difficult to find anything 
plainer than that, [ at leasttesk him athis 
word and told Michael Kranefuss on July 
21 that I thought Ferrari would be out for 
the rest of the senson and maybe for 
longer if the British Grand Prix appeal 
went mains: hin. 

Tt really doesn’t matter whether you 
aocept Forrari’s point of view or not and | 
don't imagine he wanka your aympathy 
but merkor racing for the rest of the vear 
will be @ lot poorer for the absence of the 
Ferraris and it would be as well for the 
people most concerned with the aport in 
terms of administration t take the 
lessone of this incident to hear, Becatise 
the people the sport itself should be 


Group Buys Phoenix Track 


PHOENIX, <Ariz.—Indianapolia car 
owner Bob Fletcher and five other 
Phoenix businesamen have purchased 
FaaTrack Ioternational Spemiway. the 
Phoenix-based facility which twice 
annually holds Indianapolis car racing. 

First order of business for the new 
group, which officially signed papers on 
the track Aug. 17, 1976, was to rename tha 
ecenit layout “Phoenix International 
Raceway,” the track's original tithe prior 
to the Bricklin Corporation's purchase 
four years ago. 

The purchase by the new group also 
stlidifies the Mov. 7 USAC Bobby Ball 
if0, championship race. 

Others involved in the purchase are Dr. 
Tom Taber, Bill Hardy, Dr. Reabert 


Biephens, Gr. David Lehman, and Jack 
Gilmere. 

Dr. ‘Taber will serve ae proaident of the 
group, Hardy ia vice president, Lehman is 
secretary. Stephens is traasurer and 
Fletcher and Gilmore are boards of 
director members. 

Thus ends a year of legal 
entanglementa for the track, which 
threatened the future of Pndty car racing in 
Phoenix, after the Bricklin Corp.. the 
track's previoud owner, went inte 
bankruptcy. 

The track, a one-mile paved tri-owal, a 
a.7-mlle road course, a TT moteroyele 
track and quarter-mile dragstrip, is the 
only facility im Arizona on which Indy 
Cars Gould compete, 


LATE NEWS 


Continued From Page 1 


point lead over second man Walt Maas with four races left. At 
presstime IMSA had not received a Mid-Ohio Camel entry from 


Maas, and if he gives that event a pass, 


championship. 


Brad has the 


@® Chrysler Corp. will offer its electronic Lean Burn system on its 
440cid and 360cid engines in 1977; up to now that system has been 
available only on the 400cid engine, and in full-sized cars. Now it 
will also be available in the Aspen/ Volare lines. 

® American Motors expects to sell more than 300,000 cars in the 
1977 model year. It has sold 256,000 cars to date in 1976. The 
increased figures are expected from the debut of the new Pacer 


wagon in late September. 


® 4 pair of TurboPorsches will start the Mid-Ohio edition of the 
Camel GT She cto Al Holbert’s turbo will be driven by George 
o 


Follmer and 


bert crewchief Doc Bundy and Paul Miller's car 


will be driven by Miller and Milt Minter. 

® Donnie Allison will drive the Gilmore/Hoss Ellington 
Chevrolet in the Southern 500 Labor Day. 

® The names of three more drivers for this year's IROC series 
have been released: they are CaleYarborough, Jody Scheckter and 


Al Unger, 


@ IMS A regular Bill Freeman will do the three USAC 500-milers 
in the Ex-Revson, Ex-John Martin McLaren M16-B. The updated 
car will debut at the fall Phoenix USAC race Nov. 6. 

@® Denver's Jerry Jolly has taken possession of a Kwech-built 
Monza which will carry sponsorship from KL#@ radio for the final 
three Camel GT races of the year at Road Atlanta, Laguna Seca and 


Daytona. 


® Detroit cars probably will cost about 6% more in 1977, in the 
biggest price boost since 1974, when a 10% increase was followed 
by the worst sales decline in decades. Deliveries are expected to 
rise by 25% despite the increase, to 10.8 million new cars, including 


imports, 


There would appear to be a good chance that Buick will have a 
turbocharger option available for 1978, probably on its V6. Buick 
now is negotiating with various companies for production. 


worried about are the spectators and, 
while they may br a5 nationalistic as the 
Olympic commentators, they have the 
Fight ta expect fair play. 

itigmy opinion, for what it's worth, that 
Hunt won fairly and squarely at Brands 
Hatch. [It was a new pace buthe won it Nor 
do | beleive hie performance was in any 
way assisted by the infinitesimal error in 
track measurement in Spain. But you 
connot have flexible regulations any 
more than you cain haventarvirgins, And 
the sport would do well to remember that 


it has only reached ibs present powerful 
and bighty profitable position because it 
has been an exciting anda tairspor and it 
has. by and large. avoided the 
Tecriminations and quarrels that have 
disfigured so many others, 

It would be a very food idea now if the 
journalists who oover motor sport in 
Europe let Ferrari kaow that everybody 
wants him back. But it would be a better 
idea if the constructors sont their own 
ambassador to cool his wrath. 1977 won't 
be the same without him. 


VW, Pennsylvania Split Over 
Interest; U.S. Plant Still On 


DETROIT—¥ i AG has 
annoneed it will arrange on its own the 
financing of 8135 million needed th 
provide aquipment for ite proposed 
assembly plant in New Stanton, Pa, The 
Ponnsylvania gowernmentoriginally bind 
agreed to finance the $155 million as part 
of an overall financing package which 
had swayed VW toward New Stantan and 
iway From the dosens of other Sites it had 
been considering. However, the German 
firm balked wheo Pennsylvania offered a 
ih-year loan ab BY interest, slightly 
higher than the state originally had 
promised, 


Volkswagen will aecept the state's offer 
of a8 million loan outof the original $155 
million package offered, for use in the 


Le quisition the property. 
Pennsylvania sien Milton J. Shapp 
his said thit his slate would aseial VW in 
obtaining additional financing if ooste of 
completing the facility exceed current 
estimates of S80 million, 


Shapp aléo said that “Some other 
ipsucs remain to be resolved" before the 
final settlement, now set for Sept if. 
Finaoting, however. had been the major 
obstacle to completion of the agreement, 


As bo whether his state's altered 
position on finanting would force 
Volkswagen to change its plans to begin 
building Rabbits at the New Stanton 
facility by fallof iar’, Shapp aaid,“T don't 
think there i6- going to be any delny 
expoarienced” 


GM’s Product Overhall A Process 
That Will Continue For Years 


Hv Robert W. Irvin 


DETROIT—The time was 1872-7. and 
most people didn't care too much about 
the mileage of their cars. 

The big General Motors’ cars got about 
ltmpe. Some people grumbled but thera 
was noe big outery because that wae the 
time before the Arab oil] embargo andthe 
resulting gas shortage, 

However, those in the top echelons of 
GM saw the energy crisis approaching. 
They met and decided that what had to he 
donc wis nothing less than a complete 
overhaul of GM's product lineup. Those 
care, from the big Buicksand Cadillacson 
down, would have to become more 
economical, They had grown big. round 
and heawy ower the years, 

The full size cars weighed three tons. 
the intermediates 5.000 lbs. and even the 
compacts with the usual equipment were 
in the teo-ten range, The rule of thumb 
has been that you can improve fuel 
aconomy one mile per gallon for every 
300 pounds of weight saved, 

So, GM decided to put all its cars on oa 
crash ditt=shel TOO pounds to 100 
pounds and a foot in length so they could 
get tape better econamy. Bul (and here 
was the real challenge) the slimmed down. 
ears @tl] would have tobe able to bave the 
same general interior space. 

A regular size car would have to bold 
six passengers and their luggage in ease. 
The new intermediates would have ta 
hold to their present interior dimensions. 
Ditte for the compacis, 

A three-year program was mapped out 
at thet time. The full-sise cars, GM's so- 
called BH and C Body modele like the 
Ele¢ttira, Pontiac Bonneville and 
Chevrolet Caprice, would be changed for 
isyT, 

That was phase one, Por phase bro. GM 
get out to change the intermediate size 
care, like the Oldsmobile Cutlass. 
Chevrolet Monte Carlo and Pontiac 
Grand Pris. These would be done for Le76. 

Phage three, redoing all the compact 
Care, Was set for 1978. This meant a mew 
Cheviolet Nove and cars of that class 

The change is the biggest top-to-bottom 
product owerhaul ever undertaken by a 
Toajor American saute firm in modern 
times, The only thing aomparable on thie 


World aute aoene has been a program by 
Volkewapen in the early 1870's to wbancdon 
ite alr-tocled rear engines and to replace 
them with cara using water cooled front 
engines with front wheel drive, 

In aoppterance, all the cars—1Lo7?-Fa- 
Tr—are radically different from what 
Btople are used to seoing ad GM. [te new 
regular size cars are flat sided and snub 
nosed, This wie the ooly way OM 
engineers could maintain the interior 
room While shaving the outside, 

The intermediates, which will be 
introdnded a year from now, are also 
aquared off compared with the current 
intermediates. Thus, they should be able 
Lo oacny the same lowd as the current mid- 
size cars in both people and luggage 

OM Chairman Thomas A. Murphy said, 
“This if & new é@ra.of cars. We have spent 
one hell of a let of money to pet the weight 
out and pul more value in.” 

Of course, the problem is that the oew 
regular size cars have the same outeide 
dimensions a6 lhe current intermediates 
although the inside will be bigger, A year 
from now when thé 1878 intermediates 
will be downaized, they will have the 
outside dimengions of today's compacts 
although the ineide will be the same as 
today's mid-aiee care. 

In the fall of 1978, the compacta will 
have their outgide dimensions chopped. 
Until these 187s models bow there will be 
an overlapping in model sizes at OM. 

Murphy says. “There is going to be a 
blurring of emphasla on oulside 
dimensions of cars ae ameane of defining 
their size. We have defined small cars as 
these with dil-inch whoeelbases or 
sma lier. 

“This was because at that point care 
tended to be smaller. But with our new 
cars We are able to pet in that wheelbase 
package something whith vou had 
Considered intermediate size.” 

Murphy admits the overlapping of size 
datinitiens and the three yveur period it 
Will take lo accomplish the change is 
bothersome. 

“T Wish T eould wave a magic wand and 
fet the new weoeration of cars out at one 
hime" ibe sade. “Butwe dot have even the 
beeline capucily in this country for that 
kind of job. We're doing if as Tast as 
possible.” 


EOININGS 


Grim Facts 

Apart from the grim consequences of 
Niki Lauda’s crash at the Nurburgring, 
the glaring fact that emerges is that none 
ef the safety measures seemed to work. 
His helmet came off which robbed him of 
the life-support aystem whieh pipes 
medicnliy pure air into the helmet, 
sustaining life in such circumstances. 
The on-board fire extinguisher either 
didn't work. or had no appreciable effect, 
The special epaulettes—lifting straps on 
the shoulders of drivers’ uniforms to aid 
rescue in just such circumstances— 
ripped off. Heacwe took so long because 
the drivers who raced to Lauda s aid in the 
burning car could not release the central 
buckle on his safety harness. It was 
somehow jammed by the crotch strap. 
And tha track safety services were 
abysmally sluggish, Only one marshal 
was on the scene with a fire extinguisher 
and he apparently had no fireproof 
uoiform. Lauda had campainged 
snereelioally against the Nurburging on 
Halely grounds, one of his complaints 
being the difficulties of marshalling a 
circuit more than 14 miles around, :o the 
short-comings from the reacue point of 
view might almost have been expected, 
Not excuged—expected. 

The cause of Niki's facial burne and 
inhalation of super-heated air and 
noxious fFages from the extinguishers 
and the burning fiberglass would appear 
bo gleam from the fact that whon the other 
drivera Fran to hie regcue, bis belovet 
Already was askew. The sugrestion is 
that this was caused by ablow from one of 
the poles in the catch fences (as in the 
Mark Donohue accident a year ago in 
fiusiria) or a wheel knocked off in the 
crash dould bhavwé struck the helmet 
CauUBLng the strap to élip up over the 
driver's chin. 

Chris Amon arrived on the seene of the 
aothdent to find six or eight other cars 
already stopped, ao be climbed out of the 
Enaing and ran beck down the mead te 
warn drivers coming up behind. | talked 
with him as the curs were forming up on 
the @rid for the re-start and he was 
appalled at the length of time it had taken 
for the ambulance te ardwe and the fact 
that if other drivers hadn't slapped to 
reaque Nikl tt would have been all over, 
The track facilities simply weren't equal 
to the accident. 

Amon dwelt on a delayed atart he had 
made in an ¢arlier German Grand Prix 
when he could have had an accident like 
that and there would bave been no cara 
eciming through for perhaps five minutes, 
It was aléo poing through bis mind thot 
his mechanical record with the Engign so 
far this season has not exactly been 
reassuring and he said to Mo Nunn on the 
paid “Maries, I'm going home. I'm sorry, 
but it's just blonky ridiculous, It took five 
minutes for the ambulance to get there. 
It's noten.” And he walked back tothe pit, 
outof the race and perhaps culoaf Formula 
One racing when he appeared to be on the 
verge of a comeback breakthrough. Two. 
days later Amon and Nunn agreed ta 
termingie their arrangement. 

Amon's dectoion wae a brave one in my 
book. Aue braie £6 the decision taken by 
Niki Lauda to race having made it plain to 
the world that be expected just such an 
accident if the Grand Prix wes held on the 
Nurburgring. Amon said he wouldn't 
rast. Period, That decision cost tha 
shoestring Ensign operation the chance 
af prize money, perhaps tithe points—and 
perhaps acrash ora blow-up. For Amon it 
Toeaat the focus of public attention on his 
unwillingness toTrace when everyone ela 
mobile was gpirding up for the re-aitart. 
Jackio Stewart sat quietly on the pit rel 
with Amen, mot trylog to talk him inte 
racing so much as offering him 
alternatives. Ho could perhaps have 
started, taken it easy for a couple of laps, 
and then parked it, preserving his 
reputation outwardly. Bat Amon was not 
to be swayed and showed what I 
eongidered to be amazing strength of 


By Eoin Young 


character on his part. | think Stewart 
admired his resolve. “Chris made a 
personal decision and stuck to it I 
wouldn't condone—but I certain)y would 
condemn it either.” 


The Leader 

With three wing of the trot amd 44 
championship points to his credit, James 
Hunt must now be strong favorite for the 
1976 world tithe. But with six GPs to run, 
he is by no means assured of Lauda’s 
crown, Jody Gcheckter is his nearest 
challenger, 10 points behind, with a» 
sleady finishing record rather than a 
specteular one. Aint has won four GPa 
this season witha second, a fifth and four 
non-finithes. Scheckter has a wis, two 
second places, a third, twe fourths, a fifth, 
a sixth and two DNF s. Patrick Depailler 
is¢ight points behind Scheckter showing 
three second places, two thirde and five 
DNPs, So it won't be one of your classic 
Seasons bul tt eauld be & close one. 


Silly Season 

August ia waually the start of the silly 
season in Formula One and already there 
were rumors suggesting thet Lauda 
would be wooed to the Wolf! Williama 
team for an enormous amount of money 
and that just about everyone was being 
signed to take his place at Ferrari. In 
Niki's case, | understand that he had 
Signed on with Ferrari for 1077 justa few 
tags after the British Grand Prix, and that 
he hart signed on his terma rather than the 
Cammendatere’s, One of those terms 
Were said to be £1R)000 (approximately 
$250,000). another that Clay Regazzoni 
would stay as his number two. That seems 
puzzling at first glance. but then you 
realize thet ite & measure of Lauda's 
depth, Regaeznoni is immensely popular 
in Titn’y but despite their occasional on- 
track skirmishes he dors not representian 
end-of-race threat to Lauda’s supremacy 
within the team. It must be a lot eneier to 
apply your total personal effort towards 
development and racing if you're doing it 
for your own benefit rather than being of 
SnOIMOUs assisiance to a Peterson or a 
Hunt if they were to be your team-mate 
instead af pood old explosive Mega. 


On Hindsight 

Hindsight ts one of the most valuable 
ansets in miglor racing, It knocks 20-20 
foresight into a cocked helmet. When the 
first part of the German GP wae red- 
flagged to a stop, Jochen Mass was 
something like three-quarters of a minute 
in Iroant—the only driver to start on dry 
tires. When the flag fell it was raining but 
miles out im the forests the stonm had 
passed over and the road wasdryiog, One 
of the few people aware of this was 
Herbert Linge. the well-known and 
infinitely experienced master of the 
Nurburging, who wae driving one of the 
Porsche course cars. The start had been 
delayed 15 minutes in the hope that the 
weather would make up its mind and 
Mass had been talking wilh ‘beds 
manager Alistair Caldwell and Ford 
Germany's racing boss Michael 
Dranefuss checked with him, discovered 
that much of the track was dry ordrying, 
and Mass decided it was worth taking the 
chance. So the Marlboro-McLaren team 
was the only one to start one car on wets 
and the other on dries, But for Lavda's 
actident it looked Uke being a 1-2 for 
McLaren. 

lt seemed to be such an obvious 
decieion for & team manager that! asked 
Teidy Mayer why other teams hadn't 
done the same. but Teddy maintained that 
it was a gparmble rather than 2 calculated 
totic. “Let's say that if yoru had two cars 
on the front row, you wouldn't do it, You 
would start both cars on wets because 
there is the chanoe they wouldo't make it 
round the first lap if one section wis still 
Wel. But with one of your cars on the filth 
row you give him a chance to win the 
race—whish if really what il waa. If 
you're on the front row and you've 
already got thal chance, you don't 
gamble..." 
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World Car Wire... 


After an alarming hesitation in late July, overall U.S. auto sales 
leaped 48% to a record high in early August. In the Aug. 1-10 period, 
Detroit delivered 194,760 cars, compared with 131,218 a year 
earlier. The daily sales rate was 24,545, breaking the 1965 record of 
aa,eo Ll, 

Gasoline prices are going down for customers of Texaco, Inc., the 
nation’s leading marketer of gasoline. That company has 
announced a one-cent-a-gallon reduction in every State except 
Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Utah and Colorado. Since Feb. 5, 
Texaco has raised its price four times, for a total of four cents 
increase. 

The United Auto Workers union is demanding that auto 
manufacturers increase their contributions to the Supplemental 
Unemployment Benefits, from the current 9 cents to 14 cents per 
employee per hour, to a record 16 to 21 cents per employee hour. 
The union also wants the companies to contribute the equivalent of 
$100 for every employee to begin with, refundable when the SUB 
funds reach a certain level. About 700,000 auto plant employees are 
covered by the SUB agreement. which is designed to give an 
i worker 959% of his take-home pay for up to a year if he is 
laid off. 

On the heels of a General Motors report of a record second 
quarter profit of $909 million, up from $332.6 million a year earlier, 
the Detroit giant has restored its quarterly dividend rate to 85 cents 
& Share. The payout for the last year and a half has been 60 cents. 
Full-year profit predictions for GM have run as high as a record 
$10.50 per share, compared with the first-quarter $3.16 and the 
year-earlier figure, $1.14 per share. 

West German researchers at Hoechst AG, chemical, plastics and 
Pharmaceuticals manufacturer, have converted a Mercedes 
automobile engine to burn either méthanol or gasoline, Features 
include a redesigned Stromberg carburetor and a cold-start system 
that runs straight gasoline during the starting cycle regardless of 
which fuel is in the tank at the time. 

American Motors is closing its U.K. factory-operated dealership, 
opened in Britain in the 1930s. 

A British insurance agency is petitioning the U.K.government 
for permission to install jukebox-style breath-testing devices in 
thousands of pubs and taverns. The customer would deposit 10 
pence and test his blood’s alcohol content on a machine calibrated 
to give the same results that would come out of a tester at police 
headquarters. 
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PRO ELIMINATOR “75" 


* Is LEGAL (with major associations) 
* Reduces detonation on the street 

* Runs cooler 

* Allows more timing advance—muns 
richer 

* Gives the same plug reading as with 


regular gas. 


CALL DIRECT—ASK FOR DEALER 
NEAREST YOU. WE WANT TO HELP 
SOLVE YOUR FUEL PROBLEMS. 


CALL DIRECI—ASK FOR DEALER 


The proven liquid concentrate you 
simply add to you local hi-test gasoline 
for 

A greater volume of fuel to the 
combustion chamber. . . 

More efficient burning of fuel with 
same amount of air. . . 

The EXTRA HORSEPOWER it take to 
win! 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE—WHEN 
DIRECTIONS ARE FOLLOWED 


PRO ELIMINATOR “75” 

Only begins by solving your pre-ignition 
problems! |t will also appreciably 
increase the output of your engine when 
directions for re-jetting. timing and 
mixing are followed. 


WE HAWE TECHNICAL O4TA, TEST MEPORTS AND 
EVENTS To 


‘COME A ORESULTS IM MATPOMAL 
wee OUR PERFORMANCE CLAMS. ASE US AOUT 


OUR: NEAREST YOU. WE WANT TO HELP 
Te DCT ee MMO MAVE SET RECCRES OTT = SOLVE YOUR FUEL PROBLEMS. 


COLORADO RACING FUELS 
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‘Autoweek’ Exclusive Interview: 


It’s Only Formula One 
But He Likes It 


With defending World Driving Champion Niki 
Laudacut of the Formula One points chase at least for 
the Gime being because of his wnfortimate aocident at 
ihe Nurturgring Aug. 1. Sritain's James Hunt, the 
second main in the Fl points stimdinigs, sure iy mcr ee 
considered fhe favorite for the championship bie 
year. Pete Lyons, Auloweek’s man withthe Fi circuit, 
talked to James recently, and the following interview 
fs finer rissa It, 

Lyons: James, what do you make of Ferrari's 
withdrawa«l from Formula One, and now that the team 
is out who is your main threatfor the championship? 

Hunt: | had reckoned that even without Niki Ferrari! 
would still be the major opposition. They have the 
best cur, there's no denying that, and when you have 
the beet car it males life a litthe bit easier. 

Sol'ma bit surprised they ve pulled out, but] would 
think their ranks were in a little bit of confusion quite 
apart from the aceident. Their reliability and their 
luck seemed to have deserted them recently, and 
Regen had been making a whole series af mistakes 
which doeent help a tam. Hut they have a lot of 
resources, | mean a fot, and [would havethought they 
ectuld have got themselves together. 

Now [would say ite Jody who must be the main 
threat, The Tyrrella have born going well, they've 
bran very. very consistant. Jody's bean scoring poinks 
reguilarly—aod particularly recently. 

Lotus are petting quicker, but at the moment they 
haven't found the combinatin of speed and reliability 
that really is required and all the time, They're on the 
verge of it and they could come through, but TI don't 
ihink that whatever they do at thia stage is going to 
materially affect the Championship, They might win 
a couple of races, but if ] can manage te finish second 
betind therm then fine. [im not worried about them 
BROMINE points, 

But my main rival for the rest of the season is going 
io be me! We're in a good position now, | mean the 
team, and we're on form. | can't see any reason why 
form should change, andl would say that to all inteots 


The World's Richest 
Dirt Track Race 


Championship Cars 


See the nation's TOP 
championship drivers in action! 


Sat., Sept. Il 


Qualifications-12:00 Noon 
Race-2:00 PM 


Reserved Grandstand Seats-—$8.00 
Uncovered Bleachers—37.00 


Tickets available by mail order or at 
Ticket Office, Administration Building, 
Indiana State Fairgrounds, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46205. 


and purposes we can consistently beal Jody on 
road right how. So our job is going to be to finish 
races, to got good consistant finishing. We're 
fompetitive eooogh to overhaul Niki's pointe 
situation if we do that. 

Lyons: Are you going tohaveatendency to slack off 
a lillie, perhaps? 

Hunt No, No, not yet. don't need todo thatT beliawe 
that attack is the best form of defense, right? Suppore 
I start saying, what I have te dois just finish ahead of 
Jody, and 2 start driving really defensively. It's 
completaly againat my fature, but if Jody ‘nas 
running, say, fourth ina race eo | just eaid to myeell, 
right, DU juatsitin third place and everything's going 
to be fine—well that’s no bleody food, beonose Tm 
Picking up the odd pointon him every time, and allof 
ch areca Tbrealt down or be has a ein and he's in front 
ef me. 

So I've get to get out there and open up a big gap. 
And it will never get to be a defensive driving 
Situation, becuse if | suceeed in opening up a big 
points gap then Pl not have to drive defensively and 
Pil attach becwuse [want to win the race and have fun. 

Unless We opme 0 the last race and [ need 
mathematically twa more points or something, then 
of course I must drive completely tactical Ly io that 
situation. | hope to persevere and cross thal bridge 
when [come to it. Bul before then you might os well be 


getting out thergand having a poat winning the races, 
That's what it's all about. 


Lyona: Do you in fact have a sense of “fun” when 
you're comptiog in a rac? 

Hunt; Ab—net really, no, No, it's tog sericus a job. 
Much too sérigus a business. 1 supose [ enjoyed my 
last lap of the “Ring, last week: I mean the thing waa 
wery much overshadowed when we hoard about Niki, 
Git a thet etage we dida tt realize he was badly injured 
and [ wae able to relax very much and. uh. justenjoy 
driving around, being out there. 

But you dont often pet moments like that in Grand 
Prix racing these days, The enjoyment isn't ao much 
the fum of going ont there and racing, as it's the 
galisfaction of doing &@ food job. These days the races 
are tod tough, they ré bloody hard wark, you koow? 
I'm knackored when I finish «(Grand Prix, and it's not 
just concentration, and pressure not fo make « 
Trusieke, and bo crive the wery best you oman. 

Lyons. Janes, bow has your driving been ao farthis 
your? 

Bunt Uh—well, I think: it's largely been prethy poe. 
Yor. I'm pretty happy with it. One always haa 
reservations, you know, Imean if you take it race by 
race I wish T wos starting better. My starts have been 
very poor, by and large, [ made better ones last year, 

Making starts—well, the Ferrari's got to be an 
Basler Car to get off the line because it's pot a better 
engine for it. Starting isa difficult business in thatit's 
a bit ef a compromise—plus, | have a tendency to use 
long first geare for, ah, reasons, round the track, 1 use 
firs gear quite often around a lot of circuits where 
some people don't bother, so they've got a short first. 

But patting a Ford engined car off the line le a 
compromise, im that if you give it the big bootfal, the 
big drop on the old clotoh, you can really light the 
bach wheels op. And thats a terrible start, you jusksit 
there with the back wheeleepinning, right? And if sou 
do itthe other way, the best possible start. it just roots 
the #liteh. The ideal stirtis te ram itton the clutch, all 
the way, at about BOM) so the engine's really on the 
cam. slipping the clutch like a flend. But it won't take 
that. 

So What you have to do is compromise somewhere 
between, hut ifyou slip the clutch more than a certain 
amount of time it won't handle it. You end wp with tt 
eooked. slipping. [ve done that terioe, 

These are the things you learn. You learn that its 
not worth even risking doing that, ite better to risk 
doing a bad start than notgebtingawayatall, You see? 
Particularly if you're off Ue front row—you can't 
cheat when you re on the front row! Laat year | always 
seemed to be on the third row and that was a pood 
Place from which to jump the start 

But ve madoa couple of good starte. you know, this 
ear, bUtlimes when it. ah, didn't really matter. [made 
probably the beat start I've ever made in my life al 
Silversioot this year. It was just the perfect start. | 
eoulin't hope for a better one. Do pou remember that? 
Everything gripped and there was nosliporanything 
and the thing just streaked away, it was amazing. But 
it Was the non-championship race. 

And of course itwas good that! pote clear run atthe 
‘Hing, you know, the second time round, thatwas very 
important, bul the opposition was severely weakened 
without Niki, you aa0, my Mein Worry Was gone. 

Lyons: Apart [rom the starts. how do you feel about 
the rest of it? 


Hant Well, in Sweden | was particularly pleased 
with the way Pdrove, because the cor wasn lh very good 
there, it was really terrible. twas trying tospinevery 
time T turned inte a corner. J went really abaolutely on 
the limit, and over, T had several spins during 
practice. but | managed to produce a time that! didn't 
really think was possible, And in the race] was really 
Pleased with muy Fifth, 1. uwh, you know, [think thatwae 
the best driving performance I've done this wear. 
Because it was against enormous Cietioul thes. 

Aad I think MoLurens were pleased, too, that was 
the time they made particular mention that they were 
happy with me. And thet made me happy that 
everyone wis Pleased with me. To sort of keep the 
thing pointing the right way al polnt-seoring speed, 
was very gratifying. 
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Lyons: Could you have done that last year, wath the 
Hesketh? Or has something changed in your dmving 
this year? 

Hunt Na, 1 could have done that with the Hesketh, 
langeby, weak. fT think [we, you know, consolidated a 
little bit of experience, but] don't think there's beon a 
major change in my driving. 1 think I've been able to 
produce slightly more agresaive driving this year. 
Slightly more agressive with control. as it were. Just 
petting in there and having ao go, 

Actually, | was thinking the other day, that it wasa 
very good thing that 1 was with Hesketh as long as i 
was. Becnuse if this had happened m year earlier, 
mominge to anew team, | wouldo't have been able to do 
nearly ge owell given the competitiveness of the 
McLaren and the competitivences of the McLaren 
bem. 

Because with Hesketh we eed to spend a lotol time 
et#amining ourselyes. Bubbles (Horeely, team 
Manager! weed to exercise tremendous discipline. T 
would actually pet inks trowhle with Bubbles ifT wes led 
talk to anybody elae after a practice before I'd sat 
down and he'd wrong the truth from me, and we'd all 
had a big post mortem. 

Whereas McLarene don't give me any discipline at 
all. They lot medo exactly what! want todo, they dent 
lake any notice of me. Whatthe debriefing seaaiona we 
have at McLarens arent the same sort of thing atall T 
mean we will discuss something if we feel like itond 
in nobody Waele to talk we dont. What Dm saying is 
that berauge we head al] that at Hesketh. | really 
leaned the hard way all about what you need bo know, 
and | get avery good background of experiance there 
that's helped me a iot thia your arith the car. 

An example of that wis at the ‘Hing this time, we 
didn’teven try any of the olier tines that wereon offer 
there. we just like the set we wentont on straightaway 
and stayed with them, Because we knew from exper- 
Lenon, we weren'l going to fo aay better on any other 
ivpe of tire. That sort of thing, we don't waste time, 
wherenain the Hesketh days we would bave had to run 
through all those tires because | really wouldn't have 
kere, 

We've been able to eimplify alotthia year. Drum, you 
know, a very simple report system. | only report 
things that matter, I think McLarens probably 
uppreciate that. betause we dont surround things 
with alot of BS, we don't make changes for the sake of 
making change. ifthecar'salready good. And because 
the car's bead good—wheo its going well—we've been 
able to concentrate on the important things to de with 
it, 

Lyons: Why are MecLarens such a good team? 

Hun: ['l) tell you what the seoaret of the McLaren 
team is, it’s intelligent use of experience. They have 
an enormous wealth of experionoe, and it's very casy 
to misapply experiance if you don't, you know, 
approach itsensibly, but they approach if and view it 
intelligently, and that's the main secret of their 
succes. They're A very. very good team. 

Another thing is. they've always built a strong car, 
and they've gota pood one at the moment. The Mes is 
very well suited to the tres that we uge—there are alot 
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of people who go on and say, oh, ite “McLaren tires” 
or it's “Ferrari Gres” and they're wrong. They're 
som pletely wrong. [fs just that McLaren and Ferrari 
ind ane or two other people to a leseer extent have 
done the testing to suit their cars to the tires. It's the 
other way rouncL Anda lotof the eredit, in fact all the 
credit, if to the work that McLaren cid last year with 
Emerson, I moan idon'tiakeany credit stall, it's them 
and Emerson. They did a lot of work on the car last 
VRE and they got it very good; they went through 
some pretty terrible areas to get it that wag, bet thes 
did it in the end. 

Lyons: Just why do you reckon you, meaning you 
aid the team, Wenl inte & slump alter Spain. and why 
are you out of it now? 

Hunt Well. You really would have to ask Teddy that. 
And I don't think he'd tell you! Because we'd made a 
bit of a-cockup. and we moved something. and when 
we realized it and moved it back everything was all 
right. 

fie, [im not going to tell you what it wes! It might 
help other people. [don't think it would, but it might. 
Sulfice it to aay it wae aerodynamic. and it wae minor. 
und it as & corkup, 

Tt had nothing whatsoever to do with the kinds of 
cirtuils we were racing on, and it had nothing 
whatsoever to do with the regulations thing, you 
know, after Spain. Other than the fact we were put inte 
a panic and a lotof work aod wedidn't have any time 
to fo testing. And itwas only testing at Ricard that put 
the thing right. Wo suspected in Sweden what the 
problem very likely was. but we couldn't put it right 
then, we hadn't the pear. 

Thetrouble ts, you see, [would ike to tell everybody 
what it Was because there's a strong feeling that we 
must have been chetling in Spain, getting an 
advantage, and as 600n 4&6 We oArrowed the car we 
were useless. But it's just nothing whatsoever to do 
with that. wt all 

Lyons: Certain drivers get ont of the old Hesketh, 
that is the Willinms. and say it's a bad car, it doesn't 
handle, moe grip 


“I had a pretty funny 
career up to F'l and I 
didn't win any races.” 


Hunt Well—they've fot to set it up. Thats their 
fable No? Cebing acer Pehl, within reserva liond, 14.8 
combination of a driver and & eam. 

The McLaren doesn't feel, to the driver. any better a 
car than the old Heabeth did. The 304 weed to handle 
justas woll, when it was handling well, and when it 
was handling badly it was justas bad asthe McLaren 
is wheo it isn't handling well. They felt exactly the 
Satie, Chey weol Ghirough the same motions. you know 
what] mean? Except the McLaren would appear to be 
alighthy more efficiont, it dora everything that little 
bait faster, 

Which i8 faster than a driver ¢an detect. [ mean. if 
Vou took me down to a circuit and eet me in first one 
car and got me really comfortable with it, lot of laps, 
Fight? Then a week later put me into the other one 
goder the same conditions, and didn't tell me any 
times and tock awajy from me ans measuring 
equipment, disguised the use of the rev-eounter for 
instance—] woulda’ be able to tell you which waa the 
betber car, Tf you're only one mile an hour faster 
around the whole track, who can tell the difference, 
from the feel? TI mean they go through the same 
motions, 

Lyons: Why was tt that at the berinning of Lost yeur 
you kwice spun out of the lead of a race, at Buenos 
Aires and again al Barcelona? You seemed to shop 
doing that, in the popular conteption any way, at 
aad Voor. 

Hunt: Yeah. [t wae inexperience. | was, funnily 
ancugh, you know, cracking under the pressure. 
Oddly enough. | was so worried about it, leading, 
right?, that was so busy telling myself to be careful, 
well you're in the lend now, just take it easy and be 
carchul—that when 7 got to the coroner T was still 
talking to myself and not concentrating! 

The finally Ll worked owt thatyou had to just eit and 
Telax and get on with it just drive normally the way 
you doa when you're 108 leading and not spinning. stop 
giving yourself a pep talk and not concentrating. 

Tthink ina way ib wae a pood thing, because it pare 
me, you now, a mood legeon. You learn all the time. 

You aoe, you pet a bad training in Formula Three. In 
the days when | eas running in Fa it was in a lot of 
Ways bt disadvantage to be leading because it's very 
rey to overtake, you peta good tow with an Pa oar, If 
you ve Got somebody right up your chulf chances are 
hell be coming past you at agg moment sometioe on 
that lap. On mestol the tracks where there's any kind 
ol decent sortof straight they just all come screaming 
pat 

Whereas in Formula One things are very much the 
rowers. [t's very. very difficult to passin Fl, becausc 
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Hunt chats wih Mclaren bass Teddy Mayer belween practice sesEions, 


ofthe winge petting messed up. and you can't getvery 
tlos# to the car in front. lt took me a while to really 
realize that, dagpite all the years | spentin Pi. [t took 
mea while to realize thal when you ré in the lead ora 
GP you're really on top. All the probleme belong to 
other people. No matter how much faster they can go, 
no matter that they re breathing down WOME net they 
BULL cant Tiad 6 Wa round you 

You see, you've got to remember T had a prety 
funny career wp te Fil and I didnt win any races. So | 
dein’t have any practice at winning—and you 
definitely gel practice, [ve pola bitaf practice now, 
and petting inte the macd for it. amdonce you @et into 
the lead and realize you re really the way in charge 
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Fou get confidenos, and you're in much better shape, 

Onee you get in the mood and pet confident things 
frets casy. There wos point at the beinning of this 
sea mon that broke down. butt was behind Niki sod we 
were Very eloeeby matched. He just heed the edew, but it 
Was a tinv. tiny eden. And | alwys said, hall of that 
was the fact thit they Wee da winning slroak aod we 
were ool. [oonly peeded a tip ofthe scales and we'd get 
inte a Winning streak and they dike ouieriliteavery, 
vey fine balance, and ft Only needs to awring @& Little 
bit. That wae all at needed ind Twas not worritd ufter 
the first couple of races, by any means 

Aund hen vind kame Lt diel eine ad mer ibe my job 
io Heep it that way. 
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